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June 7, 2017 
 
Dear NHSSD Community Members, 
 
While it feels like we just started the 2016-2017 school year yesterday, the end of our time 
together with our students is coming to a close.  The year has been a productive one, with 
academic, co-curricular, and extra-curricular successes for our students.  In lieu of a 
traditional newsletter, this letter to our community is being sent as a farewell to the school 
year.  Stay tuned to our district website for the first NHSSD Annual Report, which will be 
live by June 30, 2017 and sent via listserv. 
 
Advocacy for a Great Public Education 
Over the past few months, public education has come under scrutiny and attack.  To 
preserve the quality of education that we provide in NHSSD, we have been working 
collaboratively with our state representatives and senators urging them to protect our 
students—our most precious resource—by ensuring fair funding formulas for education 
and by supporting legislation to reduce the overassessment of our students.  We believe 
very strongly that the education we provide in NHSSD is outstanding, and we need to do 
everything we can to protect our students to ensure they have a bright future once they 
leave our K-12 walls.  Please take a few moments to review my Superintendent’s Blog from 
time to time to see how we are remaining active in our approach to a students-first 
educational system.  My blog can be accessed via our district webpage. 
 
Best Wishes and Warmest Regards! 
In our previous newsletter, we thanked several retirees as they move on to the next 
chapter in their lives.  Since our last publication, a few more of our colleagues have 
announced their retirements.  When one of our colleagues retires, it is bittersweet.  While 
we are happy for each of our retirees, we will miss them and the impact they have had on 
our students and community will be felt for years to come. 

 Mr. Mark Dennis—Mr. Dennis, affectionately referred to as Mr. Mark by the 
students, has ensured that the LES is always in the best possible condition for our 
students, staff, and community.  His commitment to our students and our staff is 
virtually unmatched.  Mr. Mark will be sorely missed by our LES community.  
Congratulations on your retirement, Mr. Dennis! 

 Mrs. Maryann Goodwin—A familiar face to the families and students—past and 
present—of the LES, Mrs. Goodwin has dedicated her career to working with our 
youngest children as they develop as thinkers and proud NHSSD students.  As a life-
long primary teacher, Mrs. Goodwin has affected the lives of countless NHSSD 
students.  We wish you all the best in your retirement, Mrs. Goodwin! 

 Mr. Ken Silver—Mr. Silver has proudly served our Lower Elementary School for 16 
years as Principal.  An avid musician, Mr. Silver has impressed upon our students 
and community that music and the arts are vital components of a comprehensive 
education.  Mr. Silver’s legacy is his child-centered leadership and focus on making 



the LES an outstanding model of primary education.  Best wishes in your retirement, 
Mr. Silver! 

 
Campus Revitalization Update 
Our construction project continues to move along according to schedule.  The first phase of 
the project, which includes the MS office, the connection between the MS/HS, the MS gym, 
the fitness center, and the new entry to the HS are all coming together nicely.  A few 
classrooms, including our art room are also just about finished.  Stay tuned to our district 
website for construction update pictures throughout the summer. 
 
School Year 2017-2018 
Planning is already well underway for the upcoming school year.  In the fall, we will 
welcome the class of 2030!  Our first student day of SY 17-18 is Tuesday, September 5, 
2017.  Mark your calendars! 
 
A Personal Reflection 
As I drive into work each morning, I feel gratitude for the opportunity to lead our district 
and to be part of this community.  While we have our challenges, we certainly have much to 
be proud of—especially our amazing students.  Each day I see our students achieve great 
things in the classroom, on our athletic fields, and in competitions of both academic and 
non-academic nature.  I will be forever grateful for the opportunity to serve our students, 
staff, and community. 
 
If I can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I can be reached via e-
mail or via phone at (215) 862-5372. 
My best to you always, 
 
 
 
Steven M. Yanni, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
 

 


